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Qq. Car. Last night I heare they lay at Northampton. At Stonistratford will they be to night, To morrow or next day, they will be here.
Ff.  Arch. Last night I heard they lay at Stony Stratford, And at Northampton they do rest to night: To morrow, or next day they will be heere.
Ff reading, while improving the defective metre, is generally supposed to be in harmony with history. Edward V., after sleeping a night at Stony Stratford, was actually taken back by Gloucester to Northampton. If we can satisfy ourselves that Ff reading is (i) a distinct metrical improvement; (2) intentionally consonant with the true details of time and place in the historical account of the affair; and (3) the original reading of the passage, it should no doubt be adopted in preference to Qq.
(1)  The metrical improvement is obvious.    If we lay stress on the first syllable of " Northampton," it is just possible to make Qq reading scan.    We still speak of B6rkhamstead, W6n-haston, where the second syllable might-seern to demand the chief accent.     But I can find no instance in  Shakespeare's time in which the accent of Northampton is thrown so far back.    Pope read the passage, " I heard they lay the last night at Northampton"; Capell, " Last night, I hear, they rested at Northampton."   Reed followed Ff; and Steevens, recognising the historical difficulty, wrote, " Where sense cannot claim a preference, a casting vote may be safely given in favour of sound."
(2)  The historical facts of Edward V/s journey to London are as follows: On his way from Ludlow, he passed through Northampton, and went on with his train to Stony Stratford. Gairdner (p. 49) says that Rivers and Lord Richard Grey rode back to Northampton to salute Gloucester, who was expected there the same  day (April 29).    More's statement is that Rivers stayed behind, perhaps for the above reason, and probably because the whole train could not have been accommodated at Stony Stratford.    Gloucester, having joined forces with Buckingham, as he came south- from York, arrived at Northampton soon after the king had left.    More's account is that they were very friendly with Rivers; but, gfter he was gone to bed, they held a long council with some of their most privy friends.    They got hold of the keys of the inn, picketed the road to Stony Stratford, and anticipated Rivers' household iri getting to horse, explaining that they were anxious to be the first to greet the king that day.    When Rivers in person asked for an explanation of their movements, they accused him of